Asbestos-associated neoplasms of B cell lineage.
Three different neoplasms of B cell lineage, chronic lymphocytic leukemia, immunoglobulin A (IgA) myeloma and immunoglobulin G (IgG) myeloma were detected in three patients who had heavy occupational exposure to asbestos dust. Two of the patients had coexistent pulmonary asbestosis, whereas the third patient had a pleural mesothelioma subsequent to his initial presentation with myeloma. Defective cell-mediated immunity and hyperactivity of B cell function have previously been noted in patients with asbestosis. We suggest the possibility that these asbestos-related immunologic derangements may predispose to the development of immunoproliferative and lymphoproliferative neoplasms, since such tumors have been observed in a variety of other settings, characterized by protracted hyperactivity of the immune system.